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African Penguins (Spheniscus demersus) are endemic to southern Africa. The total
population decreased by 90% in the 20th century. There was a large recent decrease at
Dyer Island, from about 23 000 pairs in the late 1970s to about 2 000 pairs from 1997
onwards. Around Dyer Island, Cape Fur Seals (4rctocephalus pusillus pusillus) prey
on African Penguins. Systematic observations were conducted from June-December
2004 to estimate the number of penguins killed by seals in this period. For days when
no observations were made, data were imputed through interpolation. It was estimated
that 300 adult penguins, about 7.5% of the population at the island, were killed by the
seals. During 1994-1996, 7% of African Penguins were killed by seals annually'. The
present mortality attributable to seals is considered unsustainable. Total annual
mortality of adult African Penguins is normally ca. 100020%. Not all Cape Fur Seals
kill seabirds. Predation by seals on seabirds in the Benguela system is almost wholly
undertaken by subadult male seals of age between 2 to 8 years®. It is anticipated that
removal the few seals that target seabirds will substantially reduce the mortality of
penguins at the island, as this is a learned behaviour. Research at Malgas Island has
indicated that the removal of “problem” seals can substantially reduce mortality. Fur
seals, mainly 4. gazella, also kill seabirds at Marion Island. Preliminary observations
have indicated that the seals feeding on seabirds are males, often older than those
causing the mortality in South Africa.
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