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MINISTERS have the lonour to inform Hig
Excellency the 0fficer Administering the Government that
an International Agreement for the Regulation of Whaling
was concluded in London on June 8th 1937, between the
Governments of the Union of South A%rica, the United
Lingdom, the United Btates of Ansrica Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, Eire, Norway, the Argent{nn and Germany,
Article 19 of the Agreement, a copy whereof is attached
a8 Annexure A hereto, provides that 1t shall, as soon

ible, be ratified by all signatory ':W.rez‘nr.‘et'lts,
and their respective instruments of ratification
deposited with the United Kingdom,

At the time of 1ts conclusion the Union Govern-
ment were not in a position to effect formal ratification
of the Agreement, as they did not possess the necessary
en&bling legislation to enforce the provisions thereof,
The position has, however, since been rectifisd
through the enactment of the Sea Fisheries Act (Act No,
10 of 1940) which enables the Union Government to meet
in full their obligzations under the Agreement, and
Mlnisters accordingly deem it desirable that the Union
Government shonld now formally ratify the Agreement
together with the subisequent amendments thereto witlch
are embodied in twe Protocols signed at London on the
24th June, 1938, and 7th February, 1944, copies whereof
are attached as Ammexures B and C, respectively,

WINISTERS accordingly have the honour to
recommend that His Excellency may be pleased to approve
of the ratification of the aforementioned Agreemen
and the twe Protocols thereto, and that the Hinister
of External Affairs be authorised to take the necessary
steps to this end,
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EMNOCRANDUM,

THE INTERNATIONAL AGREELENT FOR THE HREGULATICON
Or -L..r\.-i.J NG
1 B Since the introduction of the harpoon-gun in the

middle of the nineteenth century, whales have been hunted

so effectively that many species are threatened with ex-
tinction. Aretic whaling has practically ceased, but ag

1t declined whalers transferred thelr attentlon to Antarctic
regions. Here too whaling was conducted as 1t had been in

northern waters without regard to its effects on stocks with

the result that soon the permanency of the industry in the

Southern Hemisphere was in jeopardy.
- In 1937, therefore, an international conference was

held in London to devise ways and means so to regulate

2

operations as to preserve the rapidly diminishing stocks of
whales, The result of the conference was an international
agreement to which, subject to ratification, the following

countries became party :-

ite
The Argentine Republiec,
The Commonwealth of Australia,
iermany, :
The Unlted Kingdom,
The Irish Free State,
New Zealand,
Notway and
The Union.

m,

'wo protocols have since been agreed upon at further con-

ferences held respectively in 1938 and 1944, while Mexico

3, fhaling is conducted by land stations and by factory
shi hich proceed to the Antarctic during the scuthern
summer., The Agreement applies to beth land stations and

"

factory ships under the jurisdiction of the contracting
'}r“,’»‘!‘t‘ﬂ‘-‘e!"-*,S, who undertake to introduce .':i.l':}':I'["E-I'J..:B te measures

to ensure that the provisiocns of the Agreement gshall be

observed .....
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observed by their respective nationals engaged in whaling.,

4, The Agreement attempts to protect whale stocks by

prescribing :-
(a) the minimum length of whale that may be caught
and treated, @.g. &+
(1) Baleen whales :-
Blue whale 70 feet Ec.3
* Fin whale ; 55 "

Humpback whale 35 "

(11) Sperm whales = 1 o

uw

¢b) that calves, suckling whales or female whales
accompanlied by calves or suckling whales shall
not be caught;

(¢) the area where and period during which factory
ships may operate, namely :-

in waters 8. of 40° 8, Latitude during the
. period 8th December, in any one year, to the
7th March immediately following; 4

(@) that no factory ship used for treating baleen
whales S8, of 400 S, Latitude may be employed
elsevhere within twelve months of the end of the
season, i.,e., the 7th March;

(e) that no baleen whales shall be treated in certain
specified areas of the Atlantic, Indian and
Pacific Oceans, north of 40° 8, Latitude;

(f) that no land station shall operate for longer than
six consecutive months in anly period of twelve
months;

(g) that the fullest use shall be made of all whales
caught, e.g., the oil shall be extracted from all

blubber ...

T
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blubber and tone shall be processed and used, e.g.,

as fertilizer;
(n) that a greater number of Wwhales than can be treated

of ficiently anc in accordance with the preceding

clause shall not te ~aught.

4, In addition to the ahovementioned provisionsfor the

~rotection of stocks, the Agreement provides for 3=
(1) the engagement and emoluments of gunners, crews, eic.;
(j) submission to sndividual Governments of reports of
whaling operations, number and names of members
of crews, etc.;
(k) submission by contracting Governments of statistics
obtained by them to the Bureau for Whaling Statis-
tics at Sandefjord, Norwayj and finally

(1) the appointment of inspectors to control the

activities of factory ships and land stations.
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