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l)rtme mtntstcr's IS'mce, 

~ ~. f f\t:la 

r mTE ·o . ••... 

IJITSTErlS have t .e l 011our .Iis 
Excellr>ncy the O"f!cer ~d iz i st'.crir th lov rn1 ont t.hat 
an Int r~ational Aere.e cr:t for the i.eculation o . 11 1 u 
was concluded in London on .une ~th, 19J7, bet een the 
Govori nts of t~e Union of South A~rica, tte united 
~in~do , th~ United Stat s of k ericR, Australia, Ca~~da, 
ne Zeal"lnd, Eire, 'Clrv;ay, the Ar en ti f> .d c1er 1<lny. 
u-ti~le 19 of tre A ree ~nt , a copy r •cf is attac:.ed 

ns Arn lCU.re A her~to, .rovi~es tat 5con 
as nws~ble, be ratifi by nll Ts, 
a .i t• · r re ... ~ctive 1.,.,ct:!'U _ ts 
depo'"i ted · th t'lie Tl"l.1. t 1 ir ,/io • 

At; tr ti ('I :i. t conc1·1sion tt e Ur.ion ... overn-
ont r rot 1.'1 a osit"cn to effect fr al r tlfication 

of the Aeree e~t, as they lin ~t .osse~s then ces~ary 
enablin..; l(:t;i.slation to r force t,t.e revisions t!..ereof . 

The • o:::i ti on h'\s, t m ver , s ·nee ceri rectif1.ed 
tl.roueh the enactnent of V10 Sea Fi hmi s act (Act . o . 
10 of 1940) rihich er.a,_, e::i the tnion Goverru nt to eet s 
in full their obli..,.'l ions under the A reo ent and 
'•1.nlsters accordin, .. Jy dee1 it losirabl t:1at lhe t:nion 
Govern, c> •1t should no;1 forr ally ratify the A r e E:: nt 
tot.ether vri th the subsequent a enr1' er ts thereto wuich 
c.r bo1ied in t\10 Protocols si ned ut London on the 
24th June, 1938, and 7th February, 1944, copies w.c.ereof 
are attached as AnncJ1;Ures Band c, renpectively. 

INISTERS accordin~lY have the honour to 
... co erid that his Excel'ency ay be .leased to S:tJ. I'Ove 
of the ratification cf t E. c.fore r: tionea Ai.;,ree ent 

,. i the two Protocols thereto and th t the 1.4..nister ck 
of Exterria.l Affairs be alt• orl~e· to a.e tne neces·ary 
ste.1s tc tl is end . 

her 
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'!"IF. Im :iUL TI 0 ll 

London, June 81 lQ1? . 

A G R E El D I T. 

The Goverru entr or the ~nion of South Africa, the 
United States of A erlca, tI.e Art;entine Repul-il1c, the Co on­
w~alth of Australia, Ger1any, the United KinLdO of Great 
Brl tain nnd :Northern Ireland, the Irish 1"reo State, New Zealand 
and r:orway, desiring to secure the prosperity of the unali~g 
in lu,.try and, for that purpofe, to maintain the stoc'. of whales , 
hllvc agreed as fol lows : -

Article 1. 

Tne contractlng '.iovern: ents lill taKe a.~ropriate 
measures to ensure the appllcation of the i:-rovisions of the 
present Agree ent and the punizhment of infractions auainst 
the said provisions, and, in particular, vrlll :na1ntain ut least 
onn inspector of whaling on each factory shi) under their juris­
diction, The inspectors shall be appointed and paid by Govern-
ents. 

Al'ticle 2 . 

The present Aeree ent applies to factory ships and 
whale catchers and to land stations as defined 1n Article 18 
under t}'la jurisdiction of the contracting Governments , and to 
all waters in which vlhalinc is prosecuted by such factory ships 
and/or whale catchers . 

Article 3. 

Prosecutions for infractions a~ainst 01• co'l'ltraventions 
of tho present A~reer3nt and the r~eulations made thereunder 
shall b<1 instituted by the Govcrl'l!' ent 01· a DA:rart ent of tho 
Govorn"'ent . 

lrticle 4. 

It is forbidden to take or k1Jl GrPy :.rnales and/or 
Right \Thales . 

Ar~i_£k__2. 

It is forbidde11 to ta! e or HJ any Flue, Fin, u pbac~! 
or Sperm ·1hales belo>1 the !ollo i1 1 r .... ~ s, viz . : -

(a) Blue whal s . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . 70 feet . 
(b) Fin 11hales •..••............. •. 55 feet . 
(c) Humpback ~hales . . .... ...• ... •. 35 fc~t . 
(d) Sper t rhales •...•............. 35' feet . 

Article 6 . 

It 1s forbiciden to tal e or 1"11J calves, or s11cl 11 nt; 
whales or ferale whales lhich are acco ponied by calv s or 
s•Jc 11. r::= halos . 

Artie) A ? , 

It i"' forbidden to use a fact.ory ship oi· a \hale catcher 
nttnched t ereto fc.1r the • ·rpcsc of ta in ... or trc tiq; baleen 

v1hales ..••. 
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J}.rticle 8 . 

It is orbidden to us~ a lard station or a wtale 
ca tel' or a ttnched thereto for U e H.:.r c .. e of ta ira.., or tuo. tin.., 
1hal sin ny nren or in anyua+ers for ore tl.nn six ortts 
in nny er~od of twelve months, suer period o q1x onti n to 
bo cor.ti uouc. 

ArticlA 9 . 

It is forbidden to use a factory s ii or a \1hale 
catcher a ttachod thereto for the .:n .• rposc of' takinc or trea tin.i.; 
baleen whales in any of the follm.ine areas, viz. : -

(a) in the Atlantic Ocean nort~ of 40° Soutr. Latitude 
and 1.n the ~vis Strait, Baffin a,,. ud ureenl"lnd 
Sea; 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

in the Pacific Ocean east of l;o0 Tiest Lor.~iturle 
between 400 South Latitude and 35° ... orth Latitude; 

ln the Pacific Ocean west of 150° 1/est Lon i tude 
between 40° Sou th Latitude and 20° llorth ...,a ti tude; 

in the Ir"'iian Ocean north of 40° South Latitude . 

1'.rti c:i:~ 10 . 

lfotwi thstandinc anythi~ co~tained in this l~Lreer ent, 
any co'1tracti'lg Gover11:1ent r.ay erant t' any of 1 ts na t;ionals a 
special per~it autrcr'sirc that national to kiJl , take and 
treat whales for purposes of sciePtific research nubject to 
such restrictions as to nu...."lber and sub;ect to such otr.cr con­
dl tions as the co'1tractine GovermE>nt thinks fi. t, and the kil ­
l 111 , ta.kine and treatir.:; of whales in accordance vri th the 
ter s .i.n force under this art.i.cle shall be exe1 pt f1•om the 
operation of this Agree~ent . 

Any contracti?lC Governncnt 3y at any time revole e 
per it granted by it under thi~ article . 

Article 11. 

Tr~ fullest ~ossible use shall be ~de of all whales 
taken. ExceIJt in the- case cf whales or ,1-1 rt~ of wl a ... es ir.-
tended for hUMAP. food or for reedinv ani ls , trc oil shall be 
AXtracted by boilin~ or otl'erwise fron all blubter , cat (except 
the eat of spel'I" V1hales) and bones other tl.an tr e internal 
organs, whale bone and flir~ers, of all wh les delivered to 
the factory ship or land station. 

Article 12. 

There s~all not at any tine be ta en for delivery to 
any factory shi,r or land station a greatAr nu l::; r of wnales tr.an 
can be trea tcd efficiently and in accorclance v.1 th article 11 
of the present Agreeo-:ent by the plant arcl personnol thereir. 
within a period of thirty- six hours from the time of tho killing 
of each whale . 

Article 13 ...•• 

Le , 

te . 
ers 
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,Article 13 . 

Gunnerc and crewft of factory ships 1 land stations 
ani hole catcher'" shall be e a ed on ter s cuch th t t ir 
rer--ur. ration shall depend to a co riderable ext nt u~on such 
factors as the species, size and yield of haJ.es ta en, and not 
eroly upon the nur-ber of the whal s ta e ,, ' d no bonus or 

other re.ciunerationi calculnted by reference to th£ results 
C'f their work, sha 1 be paid to the gunners and crews of , ,~le 
catchers in respect of any whales the tokiri of \'hi ch 1& for­
bidden by this A~rec~ent . 

Article 14. 

With a view to the enforcer ent of the preceding ar t icle, 
each contracting Goverrt"'ent shall obtain, in respect of every 
whale ca tchcr under its ~urisd.iction, an account showing the 
total er'lolunent of each gunner and member of' the crew and the 
~.anner in which the enoluFent of each of them is calculo ted . 

Article 15. 
Articles 5, 9 , 13 and 14 of the pl'esent A.;reement, ir. 

so far as they inpose obligations not already in f9rce , shail 
not until the 1st day of Dece bar 1937 1 apply to factory ships, 
land stations or catchers attacheA thereto v.'hich are at present 
opera tine or which have already taken practical casures w1 th a 
view to whaling operations during the period bofore the said date . 
In respect of such factory ships, land stations and ,hale catcher s 
the Agree or.t shall in any event co:e into force on the said 
date . 

Art:icle l6 . 

The contractine Govern:: ents shall obtain with regard 
to all factory ships and land stations under their jurisdiction 
records of the number of whales of each species treated at each 
factory ship or land station and as to the ae;erogq te ar aunts of 
oil of each grade and quantities of meal , uano and other pro­
ducts derived from theo, together with particulers wl th respect 
to each v;hale treated in the factory ship 01· lnnd station as to 
tho date and place of taking, the species and sex of the whale , 
its length and , if it contains a foetus , the len~th and sex, 
if ascertainable , of the foetus . 

Article 12. 

The contracting Govern:ients shall , \Ti th regard to al l 
whalin~ operations under their jurisdiction, conJnunicate to 
the International Bureau for 1ihalin.,, Statistics at Sandefjord 
in orway the statistical infor i<it1on specified in Article 16 
of the present A~ree ent to1.>ether ui th any inf or !i ti on 'hich 
ray be collected or obtained by the in re nrd to the calving 
grounds and luration routes of hales . 

In corounica ting this inf or :ltion the Goverr-ents 

shall specify :-

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

the na~e and tonnage of each factor y ship; 

the nU!:ber and aegre ate tonnage of the "lthale catchers ; 

a list of the land stations ~hich were in operation 
durinr. the period concerned . 

Article 18 ..... 
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Articl 18 . 

In the pre" nt A..,r c nt tl - follo in,,. e7. rcssions 
eanin s res ectively assi nod to the , tl at ls to 

" factory ship" cans a ship in 'hicn or on hich vr ales 
are tr~ated whether /holly or in part; 

"whale catcher" means a s ip usr3d for tho urI.ose of hunt­
ine1 taking, to..,·1ine; , holciine on to , or scoilti~ for 
whales; 

11 land station" means a factory on the land, or ir1 the 
territorial waters adjacent thereto, in nhich or at 
which vrhales are tree ted whetue1· wholly or in part; 

"baleen whale" neans any whale other than a toothed whale ; 

"blue whale" r1eans any whale know~ by the naco of blue 
whale, Sibbald ' s rorqual or sulphur bottom; 

"fin whale" means any whale known by tho nane of common 
finhacki common fir.ner co~ on rorqual, finback , 
fin wha e , herring r.hale , razorback, or true fin 
whale ; 

.e 

" grciy whale" means any vhale kno'tln by the n!l .e of grey 
wrale , California grey, devil fish , hard head , mussel d 
digger , grey back, rip sack; 

"humpback whale" means any whale known by the na e of 
bunch , htmpback, humpback whnle , hUl:lpbacked whale , 
hu-p \1hale or hunchbacked whale; 

"right v;hale11 means any uhale known by the name oi' Atlantic 
rieht whale , Arctic rieht whale , Biscayan right uhal e , 
bov1head, great pola1· whale , Greenland right vthe.le , 
Greenland whale, '.ordkapcr, North Atlantic rieht 
whale, Korth Cape whale , Pacific r~Ght VTha:!.e , pigl!.'y 
right whale , Southerr' pii;;my ric;ht v1hale or Southern rldlt 
whale ; 

11 sporo \7hale 11 eans any whale h.nown by the nar. e of spero 
whale , spermacet whale , cachalot or pot t1hale ; 

"length" in relation to any whale roans the distance 
reasured on the level in a straight lino betlleen tho 
tip of the upper javt and the notch b t een the flukes 
cf the tail . 

Article 19 . 

Tl':e present Agree ent shall be ratified and the instru­
ments of ratification rhall be deposited with the Goverru.ent 
of the United n .. n..;do of Great Britain and • orthern Ireland 
ns soon os possible . It shall come 1 to force (1) upon the 
deposit of instruments of ratification by a majority of the 

signntory 

(l ) The agreer-~nt ca~e into force on .ay 7, 1938 . 

g 
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ni natory Goverrr- e'lts , v;hich shall 1nclu e 
of the United K1ngdori, Ger any and orwny ; 
Crover~ nt not 1 eluded in such ~ority o 
d iosit of its inrtrurent of ratification. 

th Gov rr e. ts 
and for any otr1er 
the date of the 

The Governr:0 rt of the United in do will inf or the 
other Governr. rts of the date on which the A rec e t tlus 
comes i to force and the date of any ratification received 
subsequently . 

Article 20 . 

Tho present Agree~er.t s.all come into force pro­
visionally on the 1st day of uuly, l9J? , to tt.e extent to 
\7hich the signatory GoverMents are ros1icctively able to 
oni'orco it; prov.i.ded that if any Govern; nt within tvro 
months of the si~na ture of the Agreement infor1 s tho Ooverr::­
mcnt of the United Kinedom that it is umvilling to ratify it 
the provisional application of the Aereenont in respect of 
that Government shall thereupon cease . 

The Goverrurent of the United Ki ngdo will con::::.unica te 
the narr:c of any Government which has si[.hlficd that it is un­
willing to ratify the Agree .ent to the other }overnr.ents , any 
of v1ho!"i 1"'9Y within one Month of such comr. uni cation withdraw 
its ratification or accession or si·nify its un.n.llineness to 
ratify as the case rnay be, and the provisional application of 
the Agreement in respect of that Governrnent shall thereupon 
cease. Any such withdrawal or co~ uni ca ti on shall be notified 
to the Government of the United Kin do by whom it \7111 be 
trans itted to the other Governments . 

Art.i cle 21 . 

Tne present Aereenent shall , subject to the precedinb 
artic·le , reI'!ain in force until the 30th dD.y of .iune, 1938, and 
thereafter if , before that date, a majority of the contractine 
Governments, which shall include the Governments of the United 
Kingdom, Germany and Norway, shall ha~rn agreed to extend its 
durntion. In the event of such extension jt shall remain in 
force unt:1 l the contracting Govern: ents aereo to nodify 1 t, 
provided that any contractine Government r.ay, nt any time 
after tho 30th day of June, 1938 , by givin~ notice on or be­
fore the lst day of :anuary in any yenr to the Govern: cnt of 
the United Kingdo:'l (who on receipt of such notice shall at 
once cot unlcate it to the other contractirg Governments) with­
dra~ fro~ the A~ree ent, so tr.at it shall cease to be in force 
in respect of that Governnent after the 30th day of June follow­
ing, a~1 that any other contract1n Govornn;ent ay, by giving 
notice in the like manner w1 thin one onth of the receipt of 
such cot'U"unica tion wi thdravr also fro the A...,ree ert, so that 
it shall cease to ~e in force respecting it after the sa e date . 

,(u'ticle 22 . 

Any Govern.'1ent vhich has r.ot si ned tho present Agree­
ment may accede thereto at any time after it .as come into 
force Accession shall be effected by eans of a notification 
in writing addressed to the Government of the United Kingdom 
and shall take effect i~ediately after the date of its re-

ceipt. 
The Government of the United Kingdom will i nfor m all 

the Governments which have signed or acceded to the present 
Agreement of all 3ccessions received and the date of their 

r eceipt . 
In faith . .... 
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In faith wher~of t~e ~nl rsi r. d , bein 1~ly 
authorised , hove sl nod the preG~~t A ree nt . 

Done in LonJon tlc Pth day of uUn , 19J7, in a sin io 
copy, thich etal l re iain de. osi tea in the a 't'chi ves o ti': c 
Govern nt ~f the United Kin do of rcat ritnin and .orthern 
Irclani, by who certified co ies will le tran 1tt d to all 
the other contracti c :Jovern e~ts . 

.!''or th Govern '1t of t!'le union 0. South J1.frica : 

F . J . DU TOI T. 

For the Goverl'l!Cent of the United Stat s of A~erica 

HI:RSCh'EL V. JOh~SON. 
RELINGTOU KELLOGG. 

For the Govern~e"lt of the Argentine Republic 

ANUEL E. llALBRAN . 
t:. F'I..,C.ATI . 
T. L . LAFJ:I11: . 

For the Govern ,.,nt of the Commonweal th of 11.ustralia; 

S. }. • BRUCE. 

For t."1e Government of Germany 

iOHL'lHAT. 

For the Governrent of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland 

HE!"RY G. AURICE. 
GEO . HOGAhlli . 

For the Government of the Irish Free State 

SEAU 0 I £-'AOLAIII 0 I DULCHAO 7TI GH . 

For the Governr. ...,"lt of fiew Zealand : 

G. r:cUALARA. 

For the Gover~ e11t of :orvra:1 

BI RGER BErlGE.IBEN • 

Li~t of atifications . 

Country, Date of ueposi t. 

United Ki 'lgdO .. •.••...•...........•• 
Eire ... ........ . .... ................ . 
Gerrr1any ••••••..•.•...• .• ••...•.•..•. . 
J~orway ............... ... ..... .. ...•. 
United States .....•........... . ...... 

.Accession. 
I.!cxi co ( 2) .. . ................. ....... 

October 2'~ 1937. 
l.:ajr 7 193~ • 
,ove ~er 5, 1937. 
October 29 , 1937. 
Soptember J , 1937. 

luny 7, 19J8. 

(2) rexico acceded provisionally on February 9, 1938. 
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( 1m1 exure B) 

I TBH J~TIO.'AL u..;GULA'.i'I0.11 0 •' ihALI :Z . 
Lopdon, 24 ,b JunoJ 1938 . 

The Governr:9nts of the Union of South Africa the 
United States of A erica , the Areentine Republic , the to on­
weal th of Australia , Canada, Eire , Ger lB.ny, the U n1 ted Ki ncdor.i 
of Great Bri ta1.n ard orthern Ireland , New Zealand and 1 orvay, 
dosirin to introduce certain ar:enclments ir to the Internn tional 
A~reernent for the Regulation of \7halin~ t ci~nod in London on 
tho 8th June, 1937 (hereinafter r ferrca to as the Principal 
~cree ent) in accordance with the provisionc of Article 21 

1heroof, have aereed as follows : -

Ar ticle 1 . 

With reference to the provisions of Articles ; and 7 
of tho Principal Agreement, it is forbidden to use a factory 
ship or a whale catcher attached thereto for the purposes of 
taking or treating huirpback whales in any waters south of' 
40° South Latitude during the pP-riod from tho 1st October, 
1938, to the 30th Septe~ber, 1939 . 

Article ::> . 

?rotwi thstanding the provisions of Article 7 of the 
Pri~cipal Aereem~nt , it is forbi1den to use a factory ship or 
a whale catcher attached thereto for the pur~ose of takin~ or 
treatin§ baleen whales in the waters south of ~o South Latitude 
from 70 Uest Longitu'ie westwards as far as 160 West Lon._.itude 
for a period of two years from the 8th day of Deconber , 1938. 

rtinle 3 . 

(1) ?lo factory sh; !1 ich ha5 be n used for the • urpose of 
treating baleen whalec south of 40 South Latitude shall be used 
for that pu"C' ose elsewhere within a period of t ;elve ronths 
from the end of the open season prescribed in Article 7 of the 
Principal A~ree~ent . 

( 2) Only such factory ships as have operated durln~ the 
year 1937 within the terri tor.i.al vra ters of any si •na tory Govern­
Aent sh~ll, nftar the si~rature of this Protocol, so operate , 
and any such sltlpz so o!e~at~ ~ s all be treated as land 
stations and remain r.ioored in terri torinl ua ters in one position 
durina th season and shall operate fer not more than six months 
in a"lY )eriod of twelve onths , such period of six onths to be 
cont.i.nuous . 

Article 4 . 

To Article 5 of the Principal A ree er t thero shall 
b0 ad ed t~e followin~ : -

" xcept that blue 1hales of not less than ,65 feetf 
fi wt~les of not less thar 'O f'et a~1 -1 cr ~nales o 

n th 30 feet in le~ th y be taken for de-
~~t 1 5~0 1:~d stations provided tlat the rent of such 

hv1ere~ ts to be used for local consUl'lption as human 
wa ~ 11 or animal food . 

Article 5 . .. . · · 
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Article I) . 

To Art.icle 7 of the Principal Aureo ent there shall 
be ndded the following :-

""'lotni thstal"!'line the above prol 1 bition C">f tr n t ent 
lul'ir n close se~son , the treat ont of whal cs which have 
been taken durinw the open s~~sor ~y be co pleted after 

tho C'nd of the open season . 11 ce 

ArticlP 6 . 

In Article 8 of the Prirc.ipal l•..,l'ee ent the Vtord ~ 
"baleen" "hol l be inserted after the word " tre tine". ' 

,Articlo 7. 

For the areas specifi •din (a) (l ), (c) and (d) 
of Article 9 of the PJ·incip'.ll Aere ent lhcrc shall bo sub­
sti tutcd tho followine ai·eas , Viz . : -

(a) in the 'i!lters
0

north of 66° r.orth Latitude; except 
t~a~ from 150 East Lont:;itude eastwards as f r as 
140 \7o::;t Lor~.: tude tho takil'l • 01· lr..illinc; of ,,hales 
by0 such ~hip or catcher shall be v r ~tt_d between 
66 "orth Latitude and 72° I~orth Latitude; .-

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( e) 

in the Atlantic Ocean and its deoenuer.t 1aters north 
of 40° South Latitude; • 

in tho Pacific Ocear. and its depende t atars east 
of 15'0° lest Lon..,i t1.1de betvrecn 40° South Latitude 
and 35° l\<:1rth La ti tuO.e; 

in bhe Pacific Ocean and its dO!-'endent waters west of 
150 West Lor~itu1e between 40 South Latitude and 
20° !forth Latitude; 

in0 ~he Indian Ocean and its dependent raters north of 
40 South Latitude . 

Articl,e 8 . 

For Article 12 of the Princi~ al Agreeme1 t t .. ere shall 
'b aurstituted the foPC1wine, viz. : The t.al 111 of wl:ales for 
delivery to a factory ship shall be "O r i.;ula1.od or restri<'ted 
by trio ,..,::mt r or person in charJe of the factory ship t .n t r.o 
·hnl e c<.ircas shall re ain .in the sea for a lon(. r erioa than 
33 ho rs fro" the time of L..illin..; to tho time i uen it is tal en 
up on to th dee! of the factc.·; ship for tr t :mt. 

ArticlA_..2. . 

The .rese~t Pr<:1tocol shall co e ·l'lto force ~ro­
visionally on the first dnj• of .:-uly, lSJ8 , to tr .. E.. xt rt to 
h1~~ t: e si~~atory Govern nT~s or. res: ctively able to en­

force it . 

Article 10. 

(i) The pres~nt Protocol snall be ratified an tte in-
s tru en ts of ra tific3. ti on shell be deposited \'11th the Govcrnnent 
of the United King lot of Great BrH.ain and .ortnox·n Ireland 

as 
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AS 000 e OSSible. 

(11) Its i1 co 1 t~ ore d r· ttivcly u.or the 
le o it of the instru ents of ratific tion by t Govern ts 
of th Uni tod Kin de , Ger ny and ·or~my . 

(H'i) For any other Govern: nt hich is o. Al:ty to the 
Principal Agr~o .nt, tho present Protocol shall co into force 
on th date of the deposit of its 1 stru nt of rat1~·cation 
or nti ic tion of accession. 

(iv) The Gov1,3rruent of the 'Jnited K:lri,,do mll info1m the 
other Govern onts of tho d:lto on which tn Protocol co es into 
force a?'ll the date of any ratification or accession received 
snlJsequently . 

Ar t.icle 11 . 

(1) The present Protocol shall be open to accession by 
any Government' ich has not signed it and which accedes to 
the Principal Agreem()nt before the definitive entry into force 
of the Protocol . 

(ii) Accession shall be effected by eans of a notifica­
tion ln \Vri tint; addressed to tho Covornncnt of the United Kine­
dom and shall take effect immediately after the date of its 
receipt. 

(lli) Tnc Government of the United Kin~dor \ill inforr all 
the Gover~ ents .. hich have signed or acceded to the present 
Protocol of all accessions received and the date of their 
receipt . 

ArticlA 12 . 

Any ratification of or accession to the Principal 
Aeree ent \7hich ay be deposited or notified after the date 
of def.ini t.ive cor.;ing into !orce of the present Protocol shall 
bo ~PP~ed to rolato to t~o Principal Aureemcnt as a1 ended by 
the present Protocol . 

In w.itncss \'thereof the undersigned , duly authorised 
thereto, have signed the present Protocol . 

Done in Lonaon the twenty- fourth day of June 1938, 
in a sinuJc copy1 \ ich shall be deposited .in the archives 
of the Gover re: en~ of the United h.ingdo of Great bri tain 
and Northern Ireland, by whoo certified copies shall be com­
nunica ted to all the signatory Governments . 

For the Government of the Union of South Africa : 

C. T. TE /ATER. 
F. J . DU TOIT. 

For the Government of the 'Gni ted States of Ill erica 

HERSCHEL V. JOE.;SO!i. 
RE:~1mro:; KELLOGG. 
uLFRID N. DERBY. 

For the GovernMcrt of the Areentinc rlepublic 

LJi.!IDEL E. t:ALBRAN. 
l~ . Fil'CATI . 

For 



-
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For t iOV T nt or t. Co 

RO ERT G. 1J ;zIES. 

F~r t~ (k!r r ent o Canada 

VI.:CE T ASSEY. 

For th r-cv rnrent o~ Eire : 

SEAN 0 I FAILAIN 0 I D'JLC"tlAOI TIGH . 
J. D. RUSH. 

For the Govern: ont of Ger 1any : 

For the Goverm ent of the United Ki '1.gdom of 
Great Britain nnd liorthern Ireland 

HENRY G. iAIJRI CE. 
GEO. HOGARTH. 

For the Goverru: ent of Uew Zealand 

W. J . .JORDAN • 

For the Goverrutent of Norway : 

BI RGER BERGERSEri . 

For oi gn Office 
London. 

Certified a true copy : 

(Sgd . ) Stephen Gaselee , 13 JUL 1938. 
Librari an and Keeper of tho Papers 

at the ForeiBn Offi ce . 
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I 

The Govert ts of the union ol ~o th Africa, the 
Unite1 States of JI! ericn, the Co O"l\Ve l.th of .rtustr Ha, t.e 
~niied Ki do of Gr at ritain ar ortn rn Ir l nd, Canad , 
Eire, cw zenlnnd and ··orwa ,, 

Beint:; art!es or siunatories to the Int rnat1onal 
Aeree cnt for tl.e Roeula tion of 1lha11ne si ned n t London on 
the 8th June

1 
1937 (heroinaftet referred to as the \~reo ont 

of 1937) anct to the Protocol si~ned at London on tbe 24th 
Juna, 19j8, introducin8 certain amendmentr: into the At;re ent 
of 1937 (hereinafter referred to as the Protocol of 1938) ; and 

Desiring, in view of the fact that pelagic whaling 
operations in the area to which ATticle 7 of tho 1937 A~roement 
applies have been j nterrupted for a cons1derab::..e perioQ. by the 
existence of hostilities and in order to meet the present 
eMergency without prejudicing the conservation of stocks of 
whales to put into force by agreement such provisions as rJSY 
be nec~ssary vrl th reeard to pelagic i;rhaline in this area when 
whaline operations are resuned there 

Have agreed as follovs :­

.Al'ticle 1 . 

(1) The period fixed by Article 7 of the Agree ent of 
1937, during \7hich factory ships or a whale catcher attached 
thereto nay be used for the p~rpose of takin~ or treating 
baleen whales , shall be extended for the first season in which 
whaling operntions are resumed in the area referred to in 
the said Article 7, so as to cover the period from the 24th 
Nove ber to the 24th Larch, both dates inclusive . 

(.ii) Each Government party to the present protocol shall 
g.ive notice to the Goverrr.1ent of the United Kingdom when whale 
factory ships registered under the law of' nny territory under 
its au~hor1ty or otherwise under its jurisdictjon eni:;agc in 
whaling operations in the area defined in .Article 7 of the 
Agreement of 1937 . The Goverm-ent oi' the United Kingdom 
will inform the other Govcrru ents party to the present protocol 
of all notices received under this paragraph and shall itself 
similarly give notice to the other contractinJ Governrents if 
whale factory sllips registered under the le.,, of any territory 
un~er its authority or other\7ise under its jurisdiction engage 
in v1halin" o e ·a tions in the said ares . 

(iii) For the purpose of paragraph (i) of this article the 
first season in respect of which any notice has been Given under 
~aragraph (11) above, shall be deemed to be the first season 
1n which whaling operations are resumed . This season is here-
inafter referred to as 11 the first season". 

A'rticl£..L,_ 

The provisions of Article l of the Protocol of 1938 
relating to the takint; of humpback whales in any waters south 
of 40 degrees south latitude shall apply during the first 
season. 

Article 3 ..... 
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Article 'l. . 

(1) DurJ.ng ttie first season, th nu ber 01' baleen wnales 
cnu•ht 1n tho nren reforrod to in Article? of the 1937 A rec­
ent shall not exceed 16,COO blue hale units. 

(11) l"or the purposes of parneraph (1) of this article, 
blue whale uni ts shnll be calculated on the basis th!l t one 
blue whale equnls :-

(a) 2 fin \lhales, or 
(b) 2~ humpback whales, or 
(c) 6 sei whales. 

{iii) The Government of the United Kingdom shall consult 
all the ~ovarn.~ents who have given notice under Article 1(11) 
of this aereement in order to arrange by co-operation and 
aeree'Tlent tho rcasures necessary to ensure that the total 
nurnber of baleen whales caught during tho first season does 
not exceed the nU!'lber specified in paragraph (i) of this article . 

ArtiClA 4 . 

In the absence of agree ent to the contrary none of 
the provisions of the present protocol shall operate excert 
ln the first senson. 

Article 2.. 
'.:'he present protocol shall be ratified and the in­

strureents of ratification deposited as soon as rossihlc with 
the Governnent of the United Kingdom. 

Article r-.. 

(i) The present protocol shall be open to accession on 
behalf of any Gov rn: ent ~·hich was a party to the 1937 Agreen:ent 
and hes not cigned the rreser.t protccol. 

(ii) AcooGoion shall b. effected by means of a notification 
addressed to the Government of the United Kingdom. 

Article 7. 
(1) The Government of the United Kingdom shall inform 

the Governn Pnts of the United States of h! orica, Canada, Eire, 
l exico, New Zealand and rorvray of all ratifies tions of this 
protocol or accessions thereto. 

(ii) Tho present protocol sha~l co e into force as soon 
as ra tificn tions or accessions have been deposited on b ehnlf of 
all Governrents referred to in para~raph (1) of this article and 
of the Gov r~ent c-f the United KillJdO . 

(iii) The ratification of or accession to the present 
protocol by a Govern ent much is a signatory but not a party 
to the Avree ~t of 1937 shall not beco e effective until such 
Governr er:t becomes a party to that a rec. ont by ratification. 

In witness whereof the undersi nea plenipotentiaries, 
beirig nuly authorised to this effect by their respective Govern­
r.ents, have signed the present protocol and affixed thereto 
their seals. 

Done . .... 
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Done at Lo don tni~ 7th day of februury, 1944, in a 
coy ich shall rer:ain neposi~ed ir tte archives or the 
nt of tho ~n1ted Kinedo by who certified co~1es 
trans 1tted to all the iovernm r.t~ referred to in 
7(1) . 

1''or the Govern: ent of tr.c Union of So<.l th .11.rr1ca: 

(L. S.) DENEYS REITZ. 
(L. S.) A. P. VAl1 D::R POST. 

For tho Govern':lent of the United Stn tes of unerica. 

(L. S.) LOYD V. STEERE. 

For tho Government of the Commonwealth of Australia 

(L. S.) S. ~. BRlJCE. 

For the Government of the United hingdom of Great 
Britain and I.orthern Ireland : 

(L.S.) A. T. A. DOBSON. 
(L. S.) J . E. DE \7ATTEVILLE. 

For the Government of Canada : 

(L. S .) VIHCE.;T LASSEY. 

For the Governnent of Eire : 

For the Government of New Zealand 

(L.S.) W. J. JO.RDAN. 

For the Government of Norway 

(L. S.) BIRGER BERGEhSEH. 

Certified a true copy . 

Foreign Office 
London 
17 FEB 1944. 

(Sgd . ) J. F. French . 

Acting Librarian and Keeper of the Papers 
for the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs . 
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DIE Sl!.'KRl!TAl-.IS VA DIE EERSTE , I 'ISTEft PRETOttIA. 

l.n.!&rnasionale 1l<-1l visooreenkor .s. 

Na aanleiding van die telefoniese gesprek wat mnr . 

Charles van u kantoor op l Augustus met mnr . Steyn van rny 

personeel gehad het, heg ek hierby aan , vir die lnlitting 

van Sy Hoofedele die Eerste tinister, ' n kort enorandurn 

ter verduid~liking van die doel en strekking van die Inter­

nasionale alvisooreenkoms . 

J t-~ 
SEJ .RET AI .Is v ru; Hn! DEL L!i r;y: 11.uttEI D. 

v( 

SUr:l!'ler . The Agreereent applies to both land stations and 

factory ships under the jurisdiction of the contracting 

Governments , who undertake to introduce appropriate measur es 

to ensure that the provisions of the Agreement shall be 

obser ved ••••• 
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l . Since the introduction of the harpoon- gun in the 

middle of the nineteenth centur y , whales have been hunted 

so effP-ctively that many species are threatened with ex-

ti net.ion . Arctic whaling has practically ceased, but a s 

1 t decl i ned whalers transfer red their attention to Anta r ctic 

regions . He r e too whaling was conducted as it had been in 

northern waters without regard to its effec t s on stocks with 

the result that soon the per~anency of the industry in the 

Southern Hemisphere was in jeopardy . 

2 . I n 1937, therefore, an international conference was 

held in London to devise vrays and means so to regulate · 

operations as to preserve the r apidly di~inishing stocks of 

whales . The result of the conference was an international 

agreement to which, subject to ratification , the following 

countries became party :-

The United States of Ar.ierica , 
The Argentine Republic , 
The Commonwealth of Australia , 
Germany 
The Unlted Kingdom, 

· The Irish Free State , 
New Zealand , 
No r way and 
The Union . 

Two protocols have since been agreed upon at further con­

ferences held respectively in 1938 and 1944, while ~exico 

has also ~dhered to the Agreement . 

3. Whaling is conducted by land stations and by factory 

ships Vlhich proceed to the Antarctic during the southern 

S\lrn!ler . The Agreement applies to both land stations and 

factory ships under the jurisdiction of the contracting 

G6vernments , who undertake to introduce appropriate measur es 

to ensure that the provisions of the Agreement shall be 

observed ••••• 
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observed by thei1· respective nationals engaged in whaling . 

4 . The Agreement attempts to protect whale stocks by 

prescribing :-
(a) the mini~um length of rhale that may be caught 

and treated , e . g . : -

( j) Baleen whales : -
Blue v1hale 70 feet tc .; 

Fin whale 55 II 

Hu.mp back wt.ale 35 " 
(ii) Spe'l'l"l whales 35 " 

(b ) that calves , suc~ling whales or female whales s 

• 

accompanled by calves or ouckling whales shAll 

not be caught ; 

(c) the area where and period during which factory 

ships ~ay op~rate , na~ely :-

in waters S. of 40° S . Latitude during the 

period 8th Dece~ber , in any one year, to the 

7th t:arch immediately following ; 

(d) that no factory ship used for treating baleen 

whales S. of 400 S, Latitude may be employed 

elsewhere within twelve months of the end of the 

season, i . e ., the 7th. arch; 

(e) that no baleen whales shall be treated in certain 

specified areas of the Atlantic , Indian and 

Pacific Oceans , north of 40° s . Latitude ; 

(f) that no land station shall operate for longer than 

six consecutive rronths in a~y period of t~elve 

months ; 

(g) that the fullest use shal~ b~ made of all whales 

caught , e . g ., the oil shall be ~xtracted fro~ all 

blubber ••••• 

• 
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blut1ber and bone shall be processed and used , e . g ., 

as fertilizer ; 
(h) that a greater number of whales than can be treated 

efficiently a"'l~ in accordance w1 th the preceding 

clause shall not tf :~ught . 

4. ln addit i on to the abovementioned provisionsfor the 
• 

protection of stocks , the Agreenent provides for :-

(1} the engageMent and emolu~ents of gunners , crews , etc .; 

(j) subniss1on to individual Governments of reports of 

v1haling operations , number and names of members 

of crews , etc .; 

(k} submission by contracting Governments of statistics 

obtained by them to the Bureau for /haling Statis­

tics at Sandefjord , Norway; and finally 

(1) the appointment of inspectors to control the 

activities of factory ships and land stations • 
• 

' 


