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UNIE VAN SUID-AfRIKA. ~ .. !. ~ .L .~ .. ~ I T.V. 3 

MINISTCRIE VAN VERVO£R MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 

Tei. - \ENTUM". Rq M . 11/14 • 
' Phone : 3 . 3081 ~xt : 44 

DEPARTEMENT VAN VERVOER.-DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT. 

4th Floor , 
Sanl~rn Buildings , 

PRETORIA . 

The Secretary for Agriculture 
and Forestry , 

PR ~TORIA . 

Jlnrion 

27 MJ\R \95' 

Island . 

As you are no doubt aware Marion Island has been 
operated as a Weather Station by this Department since its 
annexation by the Union just over three years ago . 

The possibility of developing the island and 
investigating its possible resources has been raised and the 
following suggestions put forward :-

(a) The es-tablishment of a small colony ; 

(b) Farming operations to provide fresh vegetables 
and meat for the officials; 

(c) Affor estation; 

(d) A sea- elephant oil industry; 

(e) Scientific research in the fields of geology , 
zoology, botany and ichthyology; 

(f) Other activities which may be suggested . 

The matter was laid before the Hon . the Minister 
for Transport who wishes that a conference of representatives 
of Departments which may be interested be called to discuss 
this matter , 

It is suggested that a meeting of representatives 
of such Departments be held at the office of t he Secre t ar7 
for Transport , SAULAM Buildin..;s , Pretoria , on Tuesday , 3rd 
April , 1951, at 10 a .m. 

Please inform me as early as poss ble if your 
Department will be reprasented~and then er of officials 
who will attend . 



R. l7o/94. 

D. A •• R. 

I enclose for your 1nfol't!nt1on e copy 

or 1 1nut uo. u. ll/J.4 dct d the 27th ttnroh, 

19'1, received fra:; tho so~rotnry for ?ranoport. 

It will bo pprec1nt d if you Will 

kindl.Y ai•rango that an officer of your Division 

attendn the meeting in 1uostion. 

ti. 
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To1-

ro:n1-

t Pretoria. 

r1on . 

X122 . Livestock report. Pig • ~he lar so• farrow d on 

the l)tn February. stim::ites or the nu bar of p15l ts she 

ould produce r need from eight to s1xt n. f.o ever no more 

than two rrived both fem lcs. Nnturally D far as thy are 

conco~ned ther is no shortage of tood and re in very fine 

condition . Possibly tho sea voyaco had an effect on the size 

or the litter as the pies , particularly the lorgo so , were 

very sick durin the voya e. The other t o pi s s ell are 

1ntn1n1n excoll~nt condition. 

Sheep . It 10 noticeable that the weights of the care sses of 

th threo last sheep slaughtered arc 1th1n two pounds of each 

other. lthough they tinve bund nt grazin 1t ould appe r 

as though the ubeep are not really 1ncr as1n• in ight. It 

is proposed that the batch of ~he p to rrive in pril be iven 

Dmall regul r ration of crushea m lies. Ono of the sheep 

from the pr oent batcn No . Al 11 be c rriod over llnd the 

relieving Officer in Charge 111 be requ otcd not to olaughter 

it until October . This 111 g1vo a skin 1th ye r ool 

gro h on ar1on. end • 

• t rlon. 



TO m!T PRETORIA 

FRO ' AD JI '.MAP.I ON 

X013 

ALL T EES EXCEPT Sl~LL CHES (NAM& LOST I ll TJW SIT) 

IN TVi'O \700DEr BOXF.S TRANSPLANTED STOP THESE RAVE SUFFERED 

SO IB\ffiAT FROJ~ COLD AND BLlGBTIUG fJINDS ARE DEI? G KEPT 

IN SHRLTEP~..D SPOT TO BE TRANSPLANTED AT LATEB DATE STOP 

TRESS PLANTED 30 TH OCTOBER, AL'.JNG SLOPE OF flISE BEHIND 

LIVING QUATlTERS GIVING GOOD D.F.Ail AGE AS \/ELI, AS PROTECrION 

FF.01' FU'D AND AN EASTETILY ASPECT STOP BOTTOrs OF TINS 

WERE REMOVFJ> AJm TREES PLIJ'1TED i7ITH ORI GU.AL SOIL 

ON OVERTURNED SODS IN HOLES 15 TO 20 FEET APAF.T STOP 

SOIL IS OF V RY FifTE GRAIJI AJTD PPEAPS TO BE 

OF SO m CLAY COl POSITIO!l STOP SACPJ~S [LL BE FOR A .DED 

FOR ANALYSIS STOP TO DATE ALL TR ES Pl~TTED A~E GROVl.IlG STOP 

SO.ME ROl'EVEF HAVE BEE!'r CATlrE'J.' BY TJI, Vt!ND or. THAN OTHErs 
CYPRESUS 

PINUS PlliAST IB ARD1'LA ~O:h~AJ;A SHOPING .UOST 

rAEKED GPO ll'H J\ND ERST ADAP"'APILITY STOP FOR E SHO\~NG 

UP TO FIVE I?'CHE3 OF !~E\7 GR0\1Tli Ir cnotAS STOP 

IN LATTER nor E THAN T 0 r CH"S OF GtO\Yr}f HAS BEEU :rEASURED STOP 

ORDEF OF PFOGfr~S OF BAL.A CE AS FOLLOV.-S CASUARINA 

EQUISETIFOLIA, CJT.JPRESS!JS TO"WLOS , AfAUCARIA COOK mms 

FF.0 ET l.'iARI ON 

ACK PSE 

ACK AR 

• 



MET PRETORIA . 

X074. Verelag van groenteeade geplant . Op 2 1 

Nove~ber is verekillende sade in twee bakke geplant. 

50 van elke eoort is geplant en het as volg op geko~. 

Beet na 2 wake , r adyAe na 3 weke , ui e, na 4 weke , 

wortels na 5 weke . 

Volgende is persentaeie plantjies op 2 Januarie 

in Bakke een en twee onderekeidelik. Beet 30 en 32 , 

Radyse 2 en 8 , uit 4 en 20 , wortelA 24 en 16. Bsk 

een was ui t die wind gehou en in die son geai t en so'ils 

binne gebring. Bak twee het onde:r alle weerAtoeAta nde 

buite gestaan. 

P~T MARION. 



• 1"' l 

Dr. et:. t 

ns1. plant. n die c 10t o 21 ove ~,. 

la t 1e M la tjlee roe1 di• vol n4-. A al pe:r • t. 

nn role t.k d.w.1. k oe • \.19 16. 

ksper er.te le le d. • •· tak ~· 1 , bee 1 • WO • 2 •t1 

t op 13 "' ntilrie a la t 18, 1a ' 

gron6 en o. dar etaper entele ~ lde& roo1 21 perse1 t. 

akkel"tj1e w •n baie bukutte plek ls die penantadu 

- ot be 1to 

die be ute 

roe! aa vol • 

a een , t.a;:;a le• .,.en, ertji•a • nti , ekor.1 alaai Nten, 

borcol• 1 , lool 21 • truuelcs aprouta 21. 1or en da r bet die ind 

die ertj1u ge n • Ian jiu lyk al~ l t.1• iws nd aa r reel bly!{blar 

taie at& 1 • 1 e. 

01 6 
• 

• 
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12/1 Har ion 25 lh7 0?0730Z 

D1· reerburo LTPR. 

Xl55. V rslae v.an gro"nteeade geplant. Volgondo person-

tasie> groei O!" 1a tu!71. TI:ontrole b' ·~ , Pe.dys l , bP-ot 12 , 

wortols ~, , uie 8. 

b~et 10, \Ortele 18, uie 2. Re.dye b"ik lJerneste erond 16 

be~eete akkerjie hone geen, ta~aties geen, ertjies 68 , 

1!ackonig slaoi geen , borcole 10, kOOl 12, brussels sprout~ 

'7· Op 24 Ml:ort is die grootete rn~ys u·t ely VRn die 

tvec bakke waarin sade op 21 Jov~~ber ecrla~t t ~ov l q 11~ 

r;:id~·se uit die bemeste kas v1at op 13 Janu iri fl r1r nt is by 

middagete ge- eet . Die Jong radyoe was notuu"'lfli· bietjie 

kleiner as die oueres. Ryp or "7 Februsrie het .lie el't jies 

bi et jie gevang "'!li~r 'l'Jet die mooi veer van Le rt as hulle 

binne twee weke weer nor•11'lal. nroei baie tJtadie egter , en 

is nou ongeveer drie dui~ hooB. Bone Ta'TlB.ties en slaai het 

glad nie opgeko•n . nie . Einde . 

et Ma1•ion. 

-



T.V. 2. 

UNIE VAN SUID·AFIUKA. UHIOH OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
MlNlnlRIE VAN VERVOlR. MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 

Telog Ad 1 .. M.~ENTUM •• 
PHONE: 3-3081 EXT. 40. 

11. 11/6. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN VERVOER.-DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT. 

I 3 -4- IJ.., I 

4th Ploor , 
SanlB!Il Buildings , 

PRETORIA . 

The Secretary for Agriculture , 
Union Buildings , 

PRETORIA . 

~ 
The ~ of the staff of this 

Department stationed on Marion Island have been 

experimenting with the cultivStion of various 

vegetable and other plants. 

As these experiments 'll9.Y be ot: 

interest to your Department , I attach for your 

1nfor?mtion copies of reports received in this 

connecti on. 

~SECRETARY 'FOR TRANSPORT. 

• 

3 



NJC . V . 
20 . 4 . ?l . 

C. D. H. 

t\RI'JN ISLAND. 

I enclose for your in!'ormation 

copies of correspondence received from the 

Secretary for Transport . 

N. J. CLOETE 

s 
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ANNEXURE "A" • 

MEW.OR' NDUM. 

A. I consider thnt suitable p'ltche~ for prowine; vege-
tables could be found close to the Mcteoro1o(".1C"l Station. 
The main considerntions would be -

Ill ~ccessibility from living quarters: 
2 Locnlity shelturod from high winds: 
3 Vcget3ble gnrnon to hsve Northern aopcct. 

B. There is very li ttl true soil on the Inland. . Even 
in vartical banks 2 tc 3 feet hiRh of Fre8hwat r Stream ~ater-
ial which lookod like soil rrov d to be fibrous peaty mnteriol. 

Owing to the continuous h111h r •infall ond ·."'"ltt•r- retatining 
properties of peaty moteri1l , ven co~paratively steep slopes 
are sodden, but if the surf c vogetotion is cleared away in 
more gently sloping orer.s ··nd smll f'urrov1s ?rode to tnko away 
st::mding water I h!lve no doubt tMt vegetables could be grown 
successfully. The use 01· ~£!'1culturol drainage pipes rrny 
nlso be useful in this connection. 

' c. In two places '1 a;<1inst steep slopes not very far fro!ll 
the Meteorological Gtntion I actually ca!llc 3croAs some firm 
~layey soi l . The ex~· nt of thiA soil q~pesrcd to be 8!llall 
but more intensive inspecti on would conc.,iv::ibly show up 
s·J.fficient of this mterisl to make t· rrqci ng pr~ct1cable . 
Terrace slopes should be protected ·;:1th gri:ic:s and 'Tloss 
indigenous to islan1 which prevent erosion ovan against very 
steep slopes or ridges. 

D. On !OOny of the ridges ond knolls t.rnvel of scoriaceo\S 
rock , \"lhich often looks very '!l'iuch like pu!!1ice ond is p'1rtly 
1ecomposed , is mixed with soil and peaty 'l18terial. Ruch oreRs 
are usually firm and it !!light be quite po8sible to e~ow crops 
in them. They are generally rcoson•1bly levol '1nd in r.omo 
c~scs protected from winds to o certain extent by l:.igher 
outcrops . 

E. I do not reco!l'lllcnd atto!llpts to ·r9in level boggy 
areas. The high and continuous r3inf"all , rrtantive nature of 
material and co!llplete lack of any fir!ll mo t rial for a con­
sia.eracle ae:i:rtn \ ouJ.a mr.ke any such \'1ork very difficult to 
carry out and probably cause it to be a failure . Nor is large 
scale terl'3cing considered to be justified at thie stage. 

It is reco~mcndo~ th.it experimental I""tchos as out­
lined in B, C an~ D above should be tackled firet under the 
care of 3 full tim~ experienced gardener for on tour during 
su•:rpnsr. This \''ill indicate the potentialities before e'llbork-
ing on considerable terracing or drainage work 'lnd I am con­
vinced thllt it ~ill prove th~t a variety of vegetnbles can 
be grown on the islande 

F .. It ?IDY be possible that willows , poplars or other 
water- loving trc s may be established in vrindbreaks round the 
vegetable patches . V'hether such trecrs \' ill bv oblo to 
withstand the terrif.:. · : winds is doubtful , but it is consi-
1ere 1 to be worth trying. 

C.\PE TOWN. 
29th ll.,...rch.~ 1951. 

J . P. Kri :! . 
~NG J Jp;;t;;R. 
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5. 

Geological , hydrographic , soil and any other 
nocossnry surveys should. f'ollow . The result of' these 
surveys could then bo f'or\·1arded to tho appropriate 
Govern.'ID nt Departtnents so that the possible benefit to be 
dcr1vod from .further scientific study could be explored. 

The Com~ittee considered it ro~sonable to 
expect officials conducting scientific investigat ions am 
surveys to be resident on the 1slund on 12 monthly relief's. 
It might become necessary slightly to increase the 
occommoclntion on the island to provitlo for them, but this 
woul,j present no di:ff'1culty. 

13. TRJ\NSPORT . 

It was very clear to the meeting that , without 
su1 table transport , the Government v oul i be handic.3pped in 
all 1 ts of:t'orts to develop tho islon 1. Frigci tes are 

very expensive to run, costing about ll on hour in fuel 
alone and , furthermore , ore not su1 t'3blo f'or c•u•.r:ving cargo 
or psssengers .. 

;.fter considering the :natter , the C0'1'1'11ittee C"l'De 

to tho conclusion that transport reouire~ents v~uld best be 
:net by the provision of' a smDll cargo vessel ·:;1th paesengor 
acco-:rrnodation ~nd of sufficient ondursnce to enable her to 
mnke the 2 , 400 mile ocean journey and to lie off tho island 
for tho necessary period. 

Tho view wns expre~sod th9t tho Government might 
consider purchasing such a vessel and !n'..lnning it with 
naval personnel nnd J!Tlploy1Pg it on Navnl duties when it 
was not eng·1ged on relief' work for tho i olnnd . 

14. CONCLUSION. 

In concluding , the Chairman thanked tr ~e'11bors 
for their ottendance. The ~eating closed at 1 . ~ p. m. 



statione~ on the island tc conduct far~ing experiments in 
horticulture , livestock , poultr~r, affo1·eetation, etc. 

8. FISH. 

It would appear that fish can be caught only on 
tho outer edge of the kelp barrier. The Co~~ittee con­
sidered that advantage be taken of the next v1si t of' the 
frigate to t ost the fishing possibilities in the vicinity of 
the island. 

9 . SE.\-ELEPH'iNT 0IL 
INDUSTRY. 

The Com?nittee considered that a census should be 
taken of the nujlber of sea- elephants on l'arion and Prince 

'Edward Islands. The ct.nsus on the latter island could be 
taken by the .forthco!lling r ..,l i ef ship. It \"OUld of course 
be a very rough esti'!lat< as ti?ne will be li'Tlite<l. 

as to th 
would se 
B!l'l:lll to 

From infcr!llation supplied by Mr. v.d. Boogaard 
nu ber of · ·sea-eleph'lnts on Marion Island, it 

.... , on first sight , that the popu13tioa is 1,ar too 
· rrant the establish?nent of an oil industry there . 

10. '"rttITF. FOXES. 

In view of the fact that qlbntroasos ond penguins 
come to the island to breed '3ni incidentnlly provide \1'«' lco'lle 
fresh ?mat ond that their eggs nnd young arc totAlly unpro­
tectet1 on the ground, the meeting felt thut if white f'oxes 
were introduced on the island they would destroy these bjrds . 

11. REPORTS PROU OTHER 
I SL" NOS. 

Mr. Neethling suggested, and the ~eeting agreed , that 
it would be advantageous for the Union ovc rnment to obtain 
reports on horticulture , afforestation, livestock, etc , fro?n 
the authorities in cMrge of the Faulk. nd Inli:inds and the 

South Shetland Isle nde and any others where conditions appear 
to be similar to those obtaining on Marion Islnncl. 

12 . scri;;rJTTFIC INVB~TIG\TIC~T"' . 

Before any scientific 1~v1 stigotiono could be conduc­
te6 to explore the n~tural resourc s of the island) Brigadier 
de Waal proposed, and ~~ . Nel agreed, that a proper topographiciil 
survey of the islnnd should be undertoken, os1d with this the 
Co!mlittee agreed. 



3. 

5. FARMING. 

(a) Horticulture: 

Mr. Roberts handed ir;i a report by Mr. J . P . Kriel , 
Engineer in the Deplrtme~t of Irrigation, regarding the 
condition of the soil on the islan~ , tho drninage position 
and the posAibility of growing vegetables. This report 
forms Annexure ''A" t.o thie: Jrecord •• 

The Chnfrm'1n infoI"'lled tho meeting th..'l t experiments 
war& in progress on the growing of vegetables in cold fra~ee , 
on~ so far, wer0 proving th~t certPin vegetoblce could be 
gro•"n, 

Mr . :.tnr~ suggested thot it might be ~·;orth while 
to erect a gre nhouse for growing vegetables. It was decided , 
however , to test fully the cold fra'De 'Dethod first . 

(b) Livestock: 

The Chail'!Il~n reported truit the sheep sent to the 
island in 1949, which were "' cross between a Dorset shire 
anu a Ger'llan Merino had done fnirly well. Those sent in 
Apr il, 1950, h~ve disappe~red. The p igs are doing well . 
Fowls would do well if they were properly housed :md given 
laying mesl . 

Mr. Mar6 suggested th':\ t &xperiments should be 
conducted with different types of sheep , such as Scotch 
Bl~ckface , to s~e which would do best on the island. 

6. AFFORESTATION. 

The Ch~1rman stated that the Department was 
in touch v:i th the Depart'113 nt of Forestry regarding the !l'lOst 
suitable trees for planting on the island. He read a 
report from the officer in charge of the island to the 
effect that , of the trees planted 1n Nove~ber, 1950, the 
Pinus Pinaster and Cypressus IawoneoniaM were growing 
strongly. 

The Committee con!>idered that, when it is 
established which trees grow best, these e:i:ould be planted 
extensively as wind breaks. 

7.. RESIDENT FARMER,. 

The Committee considered that an experienced 
official from the Department of Agriculture should be 
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(b) The island is situatod l,200 mi~es S. 8. E 0£ Port 
Elizabeth and is on latitude 47 • 

(c) Cli~Ate : Very windy with gusts so!OOti'116s 100 m. p. h 
Aver~ge rainfall 93 ins per year . Hardly any 
evaporntion , conooqucntly extre~oly wet. Average 
sunshine in sum!Tler 7 hrs per d~g, in winter 1 hr. 
per ~ay. Col~est day woe ~3. 8 F. Icebergs are 
occasionally seen. The cold vindr, ~oke living 
conditions unpleasant. 

( d) '.£opography: Snow covered central peok 3, 90 feet . 
Surf~cc of islnnd covered with loyer of ·opgy vege­
tation with no soil to speElk of , ~?llking it difficul t 
to W'l lk obou t . Islon<l surrounded by fl oo ting kelp. 

(e) It is the intention to instal o hydro-a- c~ric plnnt 
ann ra t erbcrne sewerage later in the ye r . 

(f) There is plenty o~ pood clean drinking water on the 
island nnd no fli s . 

2 . R.~LI~F P~RIODS . 

The C0'11'Tlittee considered that twelve-monthly reliefs 
to the islnnd would be reasonable . 

3. ACCOMMODATION: 

The Committee considered th'1t, as~ first step , 
two cet!'lch d bungolows to accommodate two f'l:nili es shon1 d 
be erect rt. The buildings must be detached on '1coount of 
fire h.r.i z r !. 

Mr. Stevens said th~t, provided the tr~nsport 
difficulty wos solved , the money provided ~nd the Dep~rt!llElnt 
of Public t• orks told in good ti?ne exactly \"hat \'las reouired , 
that Depert!flent could undert"lke the erection of the additional 
buildings. 

4. MSDICAL SERVICF.S. 

r . Hunter was in favour of a doctor being stationJ~ 
on the isl•nd if women were to live there, and with this the 
Corrrnittee agr eed. 

The ~actor could assist with routine meteorological 
work in his spare time . 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT . 

MARION ISLAND DEVhl..OPt~NT: nrr'"!RD~-
PART1'8NI'AL COMMI'!.'T~ ~. 

Su~mary Record of !OOeting held in Roo~ 409 , 
Sanlom Buildin~r , Pretoria , at 10 a . m. on 3rd April , 
1951. 

PRESENT: 

~: 

Mr. VI .. Ho Cogill (Chai rrnan) 
Mr. P. Miners. 
Mr. H.P. R'Tlit . 
Hr. u.C. Rirley. 
Mr . A. A. Cooke . 
Mr. ii. M. E. van den Boogaard. 
Brig. P . de ·aal. 
Mr. J . P. de Villiers. 
l.~r . L. S . Stevens. 
Mr. D. H. Laurens • 
.. Ir. H. Ncethling. 
Mr. H. Gel~enhuya . 
MI' . G. S, Mar~. 
Mr. P . J. Kotze . 
Dr. C.J. G. Hunter. 
Mr . N. J . Maas. 
Mr. L . T . Nel. 
Mr. D. F. Rcberts. 
Mr . W. H.s. Lister(Secretary) 
Miss F.I. Celsi (Shorthand 

Typist) . 

DEPARTMENI', 

Transport . 
Transport . 
Transport 
Transport. 
Transport .. 
Trans11ort. 
Defence . 
Defence. 
.Public t·rorks. 
Public ~~or.tts . 

External Affairs. 
External Affairs~ 
Agriculture. 
Interior. 
Health. 
Co~erce and Indus~ries. 
Mines. 
Irrigation. 
Transport. 

Transport. 

I . INI'RODUCTION. 

The Cha1r!Tl8n welcomed the members and explained 
that tho meeting had been called ln or·,';.cir to conaiuer •·mys 
and means of developing Marion Island. He said that the 
Minister of Transport, Mr. Sauer , was interested in the 
development and wished to encourage ?rerried rr.en nd families 
to livn on the island so that the Depar~ment could uraw o~ 
the ~ lder and more psature personnel for duty the,eo Proper 
married quarters would therefore lnve to be ccnstructed~ 

The Chairrren then gave a general lescription of 
the island and the conditions there and called upon Mr. v~ d. 
Boogaard, v1ho had been stationed tho re, to describe his 
per~onal experiences of the weather and living conditions, 

Special mention wss made of the following:-

(a) There ore at present 7 buildings on the island 
built of wood and specially uesigned to withstani 
the windy weather, At present 8 persons can be 
acco:TI'llodated. TlKre 1 s a good lon<li ng stage , 
but no boat . 



UNION or IOUTH llHllCA. 

HINllTllY OF Tll4N5'011T. 

~ 
~UNll VAN IUID.11.PlllllA 

~ "INISTlllll VAN VfllV0£11, 
I 

~ • • ll/14. fo 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT-DEPARTEMENT VAN VERVOER 

Fourth Floor!. 
anl.am iruild1n s, u . 

-The Secretary for Defence, Pretoria 
~h• Secretary tor Public orka , r etoria . 
The Secretary for Ex.tGrnal ffairs, Pretoria. 

---~•T.be ecretary for Agriculture, Pretoria . 
The ecretary fort e Interior, Pretor ia . 
'l'he Secretary for Health , Pret oria . 
1The ec~et~ry for ol!JID9roe d Induatr1 s , Pretoria . 
Th• S.cretary for in es Pretoria . 
The Dir ctor or Irrigatlon , Pretoria . 

I forward herewith copi a of the ecord of a 

•eet1ng or the above-mftntion d Committee held on th 3rd 

April, 1951, for your 1.nt'or tion and comments if any. 

A relief vessel will visit 

October, 19;1. 

r1on I land 1n 

(_~ 
w BE%f\RY FOR TfiJi FORT • 

. l'ne unair~t;lll l.!l~ll Hl:l llt: t:l tS~UCJ.Cl..L UCb ... .I. .L,L>v..LVH v..&. 

the island and the conditions there and colled upon Mr. v~ d. 
Boogaard , v1ho hsd been stationed there , to describe his 
peraonal experiences of the weather and living conditions. 

(a) 

Special ~ention was made of the follovin~:-

There are at present 7 buildings on the island 
built of wood and speci ally designed to withstan1 
the windy weather. At present 8 persons cr1n be 
:.icco".mlodated. There 1 s a good landing stae··" , 
but no boat. 
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UNIE VAN SUID·.AFRIKA. 

MINISTERIE V.AN V£ltV0£R 

Tele; Ad 1 , MOMENTUM 

'Phone: 3.3081 Ext: 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
MINISTRY Of TRANSPORT. 

) ·9. T.V. 2 

M.M.11/14 

DEPARTEMENT VAN VERYOER.-DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT. 

The Secretary for Agriculture, 
PRETORIA. 

4th Floor, 
Sanlam Buildings, 

PRETORIA. 

9- MAY 1%1 

Marion Island Development . 

Ob· 
\ XWith reference to my minute No. M.11/14 of the 

20th April, 1951, and enclosure of a copy of the Report of 
a meeting of the Marion Island Development Inter-Departmental 
Committee held on the 3rd April, 1951, I have to advise that, 
at the request of the Minister it is desired that the 
question of stocking the island with hares with the object of 
providing meat for the officials, be examined. 

To this end, and having regard to conditions as 
affecting animal life on the island, it will be appreciated 
if you will investigate the project and furnish me with your 
views and recommendations. X 
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OJ' • .:: CJ.~19l1>-1-:~v.()()I), I:. U.A.D. tC~. 

DECARTEM ENT VAN LANDBOU. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRIC'-'LTURE. •-----------

Verw: 
Ref: A, 166/22, 

MEMORANDUM. Datum: 
Onto 

Van/ From Aan/ To 

DAER. SEOR. 

von In antwoord op MEMO. Nno
0

• 
In reply to R.1?6/94/1 of 16/5/51. 

Ondcrwerp: ·iAHION ISLAND DEVELOPl!r.UT: -
j,, \ 

Subiect: 
I heve to inform you PS follows : 

It will not be possible to otock the iGl~nd 
with hrireo unleea they ere kept 1n c::iges away froiJ the 
molst ground. 

X The cold o!' the lfo.rion islnnd will not 
adversely effect the h...~reo, PB they c n tol r~te 
extreraely cold weather. 

The hnres could be fed on ereon pl~nt m~terl~l 
e;row~ng on the 1aland ~nd provision ohould be m~de for 
a certain emount of concentrote feed . Dn1ry mePl or 
poultry pellets should give verr good results . 

~ Rnbb1ts and hares ent a gre~t vPrlety of 
fooda

1
eccordin5 to a record of investig~t1on~ of the 

otonnch contents of hrires 1 t W\S revec:ed that they 
consumed ?• types of plants . 

7~he Cllges should be kept fRil'ly clean CSpeC!.~:i. Y 
if -:;here ls o.n outbrei:tk of wor;:ie in some of the a.nimnle . 

Copro~hflgy (Excre3ent eAt'ne) is n norm~l 
pheno:nenon with rrobits and hnrefl . Up to 90 percent of 
the excreta 1s picked up PLPin at; deftn1te times, and 
this constitutes fl kind of 11poendo-ru:i1no t1on11

• The 
pellets are frequentl .. re1nuected. atrl'l.t;ht fro".l the a.m.1s. 
Th1o makes l.ntern~l pprasite control difficult once PO 
outbreak occurs . 

Plans of sui trble breed11'! cages as \'ell as 
deocr1pt1ons c?n be found in 11 U1ld An1cirlG in r.,,ptiv.i. ty 11 

b~ H. Hediger P. P. 138 - 143, 

It is ho~ever ne~essnr~ aCPin to stress the 
importrnce of 11f tin the houses off the round. 

Rn.bb1ts breed verv rnp1dly, the gestPtion 
period is only 32 daye. 

It ie fel~ thrt if the pro'lo~o of ho~slnG ~nd 
nutrition c~n be overco~o, that r~bbits or hPres,would 
be VPlunble in eugmenting the nent ahortngc on the 1slrnd~ 

(
,,,. I 

/ ~ {l1.~ 
l DAER. 
I 
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UNll VAN SUID-AFRllCA. 
MINISTIJUI VAN VBlVOER. • 

T.a... Acl.1 .,MOMENTUM". 
~ 

' Phone: 3.3081 ~xt : 44 
DEPARTEMENT VAN VERVOER.-DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT. 

l+th Floor , 
Sanlem Buildings , 

PRETORIA . 

The Secretary for Agri cultur e , 
PRgTQRIA . 

The following copy of a messar,e from Officer­

in- Charge , Marion Island , is forwarded for your information: -

)<. 11 X6159 August Report on Livestock stop 

The 3 remainine sheep and 4 pigs are 

still hale and hearty messar,e ends" ·)( 

lt/2~~R.e--
~SECR~TARY ?OR TRANSPORT . 



UNIE VAN SUID·AfRIKA. 
MINISTCRI[ VAN VERVOER 

l 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 

Tel•D· Ad I .. MOMENTUM" Tel : 3-3081. Uitbr. MIJ. /}/'I'. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN VERVOER.- DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT. 

4de Vloer, 
Sanlamgebout. 

PRETORIA, 

Die Sekretaris van Landbou, 
PRETORIA. 11 r 

Die volgende berig is op 6 September 1951., van 

die Offisier in Bevel te Marion Eiland, ontvane:-

-,x· x6167 . Rapport lnsake saadplante. Vorige 
eksperimente gestaak. Op 5 September 1951, 
is 50 sade van volgende soorte in 'n rare 
sanderige grond geplant . Radys wortels 
borecole beet uie kool brussels sprouts bone 
en 100 kropslaa1 . Van elke soort is 50 sade 
as Kontroles in gewone eiland grond geplant. 
Aartappels is in sanderige grond geplant. 
Die sandgrond is los en lugtin en die plante 
behoort goed hierin te groei. ~ 

ARIS VAN VERVOER, 
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51 

4/1 ZRs Adm Marion 6 53 02o600 

D. Met ZrPR 

X6189 Sept livestock report stop The pigs are fit 

but 3 piglets that were born on the 25th were dead stop 

The 2 remaining sheep are well and could be kept until 

the latter part of the year if so desired please confirm 

if this would assist in any way ends 

O/C Marion 

• 



Privat Dar, 8"-. 543/94/l. 

//////////// Cor. Pnul Kruger & 
Uinnaar Str eets , 

v 
The Director of Agricultural Education and R search , 

Priv to Bag 124, 
P R E T 0 I A. 

--- I enclose tor your 1nf ormat1on a copy of a repor t 
received from the Officor- in-Chnrce, rion Island . 

C:. J 

uECRET Y FC CG tC .D :a:nu.,,rRIEo . 

/1r! . it~~ 
" 

-· 



·. ~ T.V. 2. 

UNIE VAN SUIO-AfRIU. ~ UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

~ MINISTRY Of TRA14SPOllT. \i MllUSTERIE VAN VERVOER. 

II~. 

3.3081 Ex .: ··. 
T VAN VERVOER.-DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT. 

A • v 
4th Floor , 

Sanlam Buildings , 
PR~TORIA . 

The Secretary for Agriculture , 
PR ~TOBIA . 

;I- I subjoi n for your information copy of a 
messe.ge dated 12th November , 1951, received from the 
Officer- in- Charge , Merion Island :-

"X7023 

/ 
/ ) , 
4~l 
1/ 

On the 27/10/51 the last pie was slaughtered stop 
5/11/51 No . 5 sheep was slaughtered weights 
as follows intestines 23 lbs fat 7 lbs . r i bs 
23 lbs . neck 15 lbs . legs 15 lbs . skin 32 lbs . 
head and trotters 12 l bs . shoulders eleven and 
a half lbs stop Are the weights of fowls 
required" X 

/'1-1-~ ~/i--rft~ ~ µ. f.p.,/ ,)~.,._ Il-

ea / lJ_ ,,•,c ..... ;, W •'vo• fn11•rn~un i, 



Pr1vat 8' . 
'°' 04..,/94/l . 

/Ill/I/Ill// Oor. ul Xrtl3 rand M1nr..aar Str t , 

DI .OTOR OF G ICULTURl'...L DUO TI N ... ,, .... 1951 
A CH, 

J>r1V t Bar, 124, 
P TO IA. 

I eubJo1n for your 1ntor tion 1nute re­
c 1v d from the cret 7 tor Tran port: 

9 1 ubJ 1n tor 1our 1ntor t1on 00 y of 
a aage dat d 12th Jov ber, 1961, r oe1v d 
trom the Oftic r-1n-Ch&r , r ion I l.and:-

'X7023 On the 27/10/61 the laot 1~ v 
slaught r d etop 5/11/51 o. 5 
she p w al ught r d we1 hts as fol ­
low lnte t1n s P.3 lbe. fat 7 lbn . 
ribs 23 lb n ck 15 lbe leG 15 lbs 

k1n ~2 lb h d and trott r 12 lb 
hould re l v n and & h-lf 1b atop 
re th ¥e1ghte ot towla I' qu1r d 1

•
11 

• 

I hal.l 
ot tovla ar requ1red. 

cl.ad to l a.rn wh ther w 1 ht 

~ -I 
') I 

i·\~ 
t /vcw 

.... ., 

I USTRIE6. 
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84. 

xxllXXXXDXXX er. Paul Kruger A 
Jdinnaar Streets, 

THE DIBECTOR OF AGRICUL'iURAL EDUCATIO AW BBSEARCH1 ' 

PRIVATE BAG 124, 
Pi£TORIA. 

ytRlON ISL@D 6 

I invite your attention to my vennumber d cs.nut• 
ot 22nd ov mbar, 1951, in h1cb I quotod a m ea e r ceivod 
from the Officer-in-Charge, r1on Islsind, and hall be glad 
to loarn h n a reply may be eX}i&ctcd. 

TARY FOR CO" TICE A D I DU5TRIES . 

rlbs 23 1b n ok l5 lbs le lo lbc 
k1n 32 lb h d nd trott r 12 lb 
houldere elev n o.nd a half 1bl atop 
r th we1ghte of fowl r qu1r d '·". 

I hal.l 
ot to le are required . 

claO to l arn vh ther we1ghte 
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-~ "'\\. I\ 

t(,. ~ :f!thET y 
·OR CO 7 ND nums 

t ,// ~tp 
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I.INION Of 

SOUTH .AFRICA. 
UHIE V.AH 

SUID•AfllllCA. 

UJ.D. 17 

le,_,.., F.-t• ..... 
v ..... ~ '"·-• 06 

Dll'AllMl!O Of .. Gl;!CU.f\JH 
DIPAlltlof.Dll VAH LAHDIOU.' 

s~crPt ry for Cot:l!!1erce and 
Industries , 
Frivote Bag 84, 
PRETORIA, 

DM$ION Of .. cu:Ul.M>.l UlUtAnotl AlfD rtstACK. 
~ INCllOUoOIC)l!WYS (H H.o\VOHHG, 

~~ Private Bog 1~4 . 
,.nOll". 

, 0 11.fl. 

Wit!' rt:1ference to you_r lU'inu.t.a_C,..l...$..4.3/.94/...J... 
dated 3/1/52 I_JJ.ave to inform you that the ~aights 
e>r fowls are not required . 

'-
;1 / 

DIRECT OR OF AGRICUD UR/iL EDU CAT IOU AHD RESEARCH . 

I 
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