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custo~ of H. t.Government and the Board of Admiralty of 

allodng a .. an of \'iar to visit the island annually . 

Tne obvious benefits are a mail , the carric..ge of 

Relief Stores and ne~sof the "orld and also the .oral 

effect ia excellent as there is no mat istrate or supervis~ort 

here . The benefit of the ships chaplain and 'edical 

Officer would be great . 

There has been a good deal of sickneas on the 

iGland during the year , several accidents hut none fatl;l.l. 

There has been an absence of all ser1ou3 criminal 

offences, the people in general bein· very peuceful and law­

.... biding. 

a new church h~s been buiit , rouds repi:J.red, 

several boats built, houses repaired and enlarged. 

D~y school nas been neld re ularly and well 

attenaed by the younb people of tne island . 

In tne J.bsence of a is:uonary a schoolmaster 

should be sent out but the ·issionary tea.ones when on the 

island . 

There has been so:ne lons of live stock odng to 

bad weather and short pasture . The only live stock on 

the island are sheep,cattle , pigs, chickens, geese, do s and 

ca.ts . one of these dre of firat- rate character . 

There hds been much b~d eather Wld f cw ships 

nave been sighted or launched at the ialund. Besides the 

" Dublin'~ ships ere co:Jlr.luni ca.tad wi tn on three occasions 

only in 1923. Fisnin~ has been b~d during the yea:r owing 

to bad sea r.eather . The ~ireless Receivifl( plant on the 

inland h(i.B been out of order during most of the year . The 

ialWlders depend much for food on pen)uina and other sea 

birds visiti~ the ialand but probably owi~ to the number 

of birds and tneir egos ~nnuully cons~~ed as food , thi s 

source 



Report on the Inland of Tristan da Cunha 

for the year 1923 . 
----------------------------------------------------

There has been one .ieath, 

of Tho na.s ,fi 11 Ro era l4 ;ed q,7 . 
rs. Rebeklili .11nn Ro era wife 

C use of death heart failure 
and uropay f ollow:ing bronchi tis (so fur as knovm tnere being . 

no medical officer to cArtify) . 

Taere have been five births , four males, one female . 

The visit of H .. i.S. Oubl in in ~arch was of great 

benAfi t to the inland enahlinP: the people to receive a "ail 

(this ha::J been the only mail received up to the time of 

rriting this report durin the year) also Relief Stores 

i7hich 1ere much needed o··ing to the almost co plete failure 

of tne potato harvest on which crop the islanders depAnd 

largely for food as the iuanti ty of other vegetables Jrorm 

is very sma.11 . 

Tne clima.fa'! suits but few ~ind.s of seeds . Cabba~e, 

onions, leeks, carrots, turnips , lettuce and beet and 

punpki~a will grow nere . Corn does not ripen and all crops 

are troubled by rats and nice . 

Tne visit of the 11Dublin 11 also enabled the Bishop of 

St . Helena to visit the island and hold a confirmu.tion and 

other services which ·as of spiritual and moral benefit to 

the pP.ople . The Captain of the "Dublin" kindly permitted 

the Assistant Editor of the Cape ~rgua and some other friends 

of the isl~ndera froM the Cape to accompany hi3 ship . The 

islanders desire to take this opportunity of placing on 

record their gratitude to the Captain, officers and men of 

the "Dublin" for their kindness Wld to thank the .admiralty 

and H • . Gover'l.nent for sending the Warship to the island . 

Any viei t from one of tl. . .Ships is much appraciated 

and of great help to the island at all times and the 

iall:l.lldera hope that it may be po3aible to rene the kindly 
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Sir, 

St . ary ' s Parsonage, 

Tristan da Cunha, 

Jouth ii.tlantic . 

29th September , 1923. 

I have the honour to transmit for your 

information a report covering matters on this island for 

the year 1923 . 

AS the issiona.ry in tne island I think it 

might be of use to His 'ajeaty ' s Colonial Office and this 

is my only reason for troubling you in the matter . 

Your a f ai thf ull y, 

(Sgd) H. H.tR'l'i'U CHESt.~LDE !-ROOERS. 

• issionary at Tristan da Cunha . 

The Right qonourable 

The ~ecretary of ~tate for the Colonies, 

Colonial Office, 

London , ::> •• 

England. 



UNIOH OF SO'JTH ,N'_fll.CJ'!.· Downing Street , 

No . ~ d i January, 1924. 

Sir, 

With reference to my despatch No . 338 

of the 31st of December, I have the honour to transmit 

to Your Excellency, for the inforn:.ation of your Ministers , 

29~J!~-
~~~ a copy of a letter from the Reverend H.u.c. Rogers 

forwardin~ a report on the island of Tristan da Cunha 

for the year 1923 . 

THE OFFICER AD!INIST .~ING 

THE GOVERl:MENT OF THE 

tnfIC.J OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble eervant, 

~~'O~Y-<-. 


