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the cats. '
To make matters mow
difficult for them they

f‘. ¢ -over hills and deep de-
" -'‘pressions thr thlck,
slimy mud and ice to

land, may 1 assui'e hex'-

that they ‘needed .to b

jolly to: endure what
awaits them:in the sup- -
Antarétic conditions

‘they will experience on
one of the most inhospi- .
table islands in the

world.
These cat hunters are
airlifted by the SA Agul-

has’ helicopter to the

shacks on various places
“on the island (some
10 km or more from the
base) which will be their
‘homes ‘(two men to a
‘shack) for some five
months or more where
they will ive being con-
stantly subjected to the
most atroeious, freezing
and misérable weather
conditions one can ever
imagine, without instant
hot water or electricity,
and. above all having to
g out at mghts to hunt
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',ﬁetch supplies, which'
© ‘they have to ca

.their backs, genera Iy in”
“the face of a freezing’
wind — believe me it

will net be long before
many:of them will wish
they had never heard of
Marion Island.

In regard to Mrs
Siever’s plea that the
cats, which are now com-
pletely wild and live in
holes all over the island,
sttould have been . put
down to sleep the pos8i- .
tion is that the.responsi-
ble authorities have al-
ready used ‘every
possible humane meéth-
ods of eradicating.the
cats: cat flu, bait and
fences which, while hav-
ing helped considerably
in curtailing the cat pop-
ulation, have:-.not been
able {o eliminate them.
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thave to pemodieaily_
,A;walk back to the base

;h'»

The lntroduction of cat
hunters'and tracker dog-
13 thys a last reso
trying t¢ save: the’ ird
life of tie island. T4
some idea .of :
menace, du‘ring 19
phes focainers

s &8 Tells es-
‘timated gy the authori-

“ties that if these cats had

lived 94 000 birds’ %uld
have been’ kille

. them and their po ntxal

offspring over a riod

of time.

In fact one specxes of
bird endemic to the is-
land has been extermin-
ated by the cats, which

_are now even burrowmg

into the ground to. get at
the petrel chicks which
live below. ground .~ so
‘one can well realige g:at
if nothing had been Hc
to combat the cat’
ace the 1sl§:g wou.lﬁone

day |

deve ol“ blrd“ li‘f

- At the height-of the cat
pOpulatmn, at one'dtage
more than. 5000;:the
ecology of the tshnd» was

senously ﬁhreate
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